THE STRATEGY AND TACTICS OF SMALL ASPWm
By Major Samuer M. Harringron, U.S.M.C.

HE subject of this conference is the strategy and tactics of
small wars. United States Marines have engaged in numer-
ous small wars as of late in Nicaragua, Mexico, Haiti and

Santo Domingo. It is not improbable that Marines will continue
to perform duty of this nature so that the subject is peculiarly fit-
ting for study. Whereas the small wars in which Marines ‘have
taken part have had their difficulties, the dangers encountered mﬂa
the losses sustained have not been so great as in certain c.mﬁu
small wars, and the tactical lessons obtainable from mxvmﬂmannm
of Marines are not sufficiently varied to depend entirely up
them for illustration. In so far as practicable, however, illustra-
tions will be taken from experiences already more or less familia

2. The strategy of o small war is governed by three factor
namely: (1) The purpose of the war; (2) the natural and co
mercial geography of the contested territory; (3) the H...H
able opposition,

The purpose of a small war will probably be one of 93
namely: (1) For conquest; (2) for the suppression of a. rev
lution; (3) to avenge a national insult.

Many of the American Indian wars belong to the first cl
The operations of Marines in Nicaragua, Haiti and Santo Uob,_ﬁm
in 1912, 1915 and 1916, respectively, come under the second class,
The landing at Vera Cruz in 1914 comes under the third class.

The natural geography of the contested territory will govern
to the extent that it will determine the districts wherein the great-
est wealth and population are likely to be found and the conse
quent points of control therein. Man seeks those districts ‘where
the greatest reward for his labors are to be had. These districts
will probably be agricultural first of all. They may be cattl
lands or mining districts, Lacking these, fishing and hunting, manu
facturing and commerce remain as a means of livelihood, Wher
the rich districts lie, cities will rise. Man congregates wn,.ﬁgn
gathers his wealth into cities. Cities are the stations in.
ized commerce. Internal commercial relations extend to EnﬁnoE. £

474

with other countries and border towns or ports as the natural
gateways grow.

The probable opposition to be met will depend largely on' the
purpose of the war. If the war is for conquest a united opposition
may be expected. If the war is for the suppression of revolution, or
in support of the constituted government, the opposition will prob-
ably be limited, provided the rights and privileges of the neutral
inhabitants are not wantonly violated by the invading forces. If the
war is to avenge a national insult, the resistance will probably not
be great. Strong nations like strong individuals are not-wantonly
insulting purely for the sake of insult.

In any event the probable opposition will be (1) organized, (2)
unorganized, or (3) both of these. By organized opposition we
mean that the opposing forces will be formed into armies operating
under regular leaders with definite plans of action and sufficient
discipline to carry out such plans along some sort of tactical line.
When such organized forces are defeated and scattered, its members
may still be unconquered and may continue opposition through petty
depredations degenerating in unorganized guerilla or bandit war-
fare. Such unorganized forces have as a last retreat inaccessable
strongholds in the mountains and sparsely inhabited districts.

3. Let us see now how these three governing factors, (1) the
purpose of the war, (2) the natural and commercial geography of
the contested territory, and (3) the probable opposition, will affect
the strategy of a small war.

“ Strategy is the art of manceuvring an army in the theatre of
operations with a view to placing it in such a position relative to the
enemy as to increase the probability of victory, increase the conse-
quences of victory and lessen the consequences of defeat.”

If the purpose of the small war is conquest, the strategy will be
so inclusive as to seek complete control of all the contested and
related territory.

If the purpose of the small war is the suppression of revolution-
ary operations, the strategy will be limited in extent to the infected
districts unless the constituted government is so weak as to necessi-
tate the taking over of government entirely to prevent a recurrence
of revolution. - This happened in Haiti and Santo Domingo in 1915
and 1916. Recurrence of revolution in Nicaragua since 1912 has
been prevented by the presence in the capital of Nicaragua of a small
American legation guard.
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If the purpose of the small war is the avenging of a national insult

the strategy will probably be limited to a suitable nnwﬁmm_ The
- seizure of Vera Cruz in 1914 illustrates. :

If the strategy is to include complete occupation of the contested
territory then seizure first of the principle parts of border cities
in accordance with the commercial geography of the contested terri-
tory will be contemplated, followed by a seizure of the cities in the
naturally wealthy districts as determined by their natural geography.
To effect this the extent of territory or its natural features, as moun-
tain ranges difficult to pass, may make it desirable to divide the con-
tested territory into military districts of -occupation, each military
district possessing its military head and occupying forces, each
military head responsible for his military district to a supreme
military head.

The probable opposition will have a Qms:on influence upon the
contemplated strategy. So long as the opposition is organized and:
menacing the first principle of war will govern. The objective will

be the hostile forces. This will still remain true when the hostile

forces become unorganized. But the means of reaching this objec-
‘tive will differ from those used in regular warfare. In small wars,
owing to the weakness or ignorance of our enemy, an announced
objective such as the seizure of a principle city will act as a magnet
to draw the enemy to its defense and to oppose our advance in the
direct line of our advance. From this probability there has arisen
a statement that the objective of a plan of campaign in a small war
will be the seizure of a city or a number of principal cities. - Should
the enemy acting on sound tactical principles refuse battle in the direct
line of advance and withdraw to one flank of our line of march
so as seriously to threaten our line of communication, we shall have
to make his forces rather than his cities our first object. It is a
further general fact in small wars that a seizure of enemy cities has

a great moral effect and tends to disintegrate his forces and discour-

age opposition. The seizure of Peking by the allied forces in 1900
effectively ended an opposition secretly supported by the Empress
Dowager of China who thereafter submitted, though vcmmwmmmm of a
divine right over four hundred million subjects.

"When the opposition is unorganized, the strategy develops into
a division of forces into small units pursuing an enemy active in
movement and petty reprisal. The tactics of such’an enemy are
characterized by great mobility and ability of escape. The small

THE STRATEGY AND TACTICS OF SMALL WARS 477

bands will not give battle and must be trapped inte destruction.
These bands must be suppressed because they prey on friend and foe
alike. ~ If successful their strength will grow by the addition to their
forces of those otherwise not wholly determined in their attitude. In
order to make effective expeditions against these bands by the more
slowly moving regular troops bases of supply must be established in
interior cities or fortified strongholds.

* When practicable and as a further means of suppressing guerilla
bands, the seizure of their livestock and supplies will make more
difficult the operation of the enemy.

As a suppression of potential opposition and as a measure tending
to lasting control, the requisition or seizure of all arms in the hands
of all inhabitants in the occupied territory will become part of the
strategy of a small war.

We have then six steps in the strategy of a small war:

(1) Seizure of ports or border towns commanding routes of
trade and entrance.

(2) Seizure of interior cities commanding the resources of the
territory and the establishment therein (or at other suitable points)
of bases of supply.

(3) Division of the theatre of owmnmaosm into military districts.

(4) Operations based on a captured city or fortified base of sup-
plies against the remaining opposition.

(5) Seizure of livestock and supplies.

(6) Seizure of all arms.

4. Example of Strategy of a Small War—Examine attached map
of Santo Domingo. From Haiti to Cabo Engano is about 225 miles.
From East to West a mountain range (Cordillera Central) divides
the country into a northern and a southern district. Agriculture is
the only developed resource of the country. The fertile sections are:

(1) The <m=ou~ of the Yuna from Santiago to Sanchez, called
the Cibao."

(2) The small valley north of San Pedro de Macoris.

(3) The small valley north of La Romana.

The two last are sites of sugar plantations owned by foreigners
and are of much less general importance than the valley of the Yuna.

The capital and principal city is Santo Domingo City.

Santiago is the metropolis of the naturally wealthy section of the
country. Its ports are Sanchez, Puerto Plata and Monte Cristi. Its
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so_mgo:sm towns in the rich valley dre goom La Vega and San
Francisco de Marcoris.

The only railroads of noumnmcmnna give osnaa to the products
of the Cibao.

(1) From La Vega and San Francisco mn Marcoris to mmnnrmn.

(2) From Moca and Santiago to Puerto Plata.

Fifteen miles of the length of the former runs on a nwzmwémw
eighteen inches high over an otherwise impassable wéwa%. The
latter cuts through a secondary mountain range, running east and
west, the Cordillera Setentrional or. Monte Cristi range.

San Pedro de Marcoris is the second town of uiﬁoimbnm o:.
the South Coast.

The Republic of Santo Domingo was occupied by United States’
forces in 1916. The reasons for this occupation are :n:dvonmﬁ
for this discussion.

Occupation was affected as follows: : .

Santo Domingo City (capital and largest city) occupied Em&a 1916.

Objective as Wmscmwo and the Cibao was announced.

Puerto Plata occupied June 1, 1916.

Monte Cristi occupied June 1, 1916,

Advance on Santiago made via Monte Cristi-Santiago road and
Puerto Plata-Santiago railroad in conjunction noBBmsQ:m June
26, 1916.

Santiago occupied July 6, 1916.

Moca, La Vega, Sanchez and San Francisco de Macoris oonsum&
during July, 1916. :

Samana, San Pedro de Marcoris, Romana, Seibo, Azua, Barahona
were occupied or visited at later dates, as conditions made ¢=m
necessary.

The Monte ﬂzwv-mmb:pmo route to the Cibao was ?.amnnnnm to
the Sanchez-La Vega route because the former afforded a good
road always within reaching distance of the Yaque river for water,
whereas the latter route was impassable in the event of the cutting
of railroad communications.

With the seizure of Santiago organized resistance ceased. 7 Un-
organized opposition from bands of outlaws has continued to date.

Cities occupied have been garrisoned and used as bases from
which expeditions against bandits have nobaazosmq gone forth into
the mountains.

Original organized opposition was from a nm<o_:mo=~z.w party.
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) 6. The rights of propertly will be carefully observed, men will be
mnstructed, and officers will be watchful to enforce the instructions
@E» M.om.m:m, however apparently valueless, will be taken- from @af
inhabitant of the country, or in any way appropriated, without te-
Msna.onmmo? and the free consent of the owner.: ‘No force; threat or
intimidation, will, in any way, be allowed. : o

7. No shot will be fired by any enlisted member of these Forces,
unless by command of an officer, or in pursuance of orders given by an
officer, except that, at any time, it is proper to fire in case of actual de-
fense of one’s life or the life of another.

] J. H. Pendleton.

The forces of occupation were in 1916 divided into a northern
and southern military district, roughly north and south of the Cor-
dilleras Central. : .

Because opposition has since the repression of organized resis-
-tance been only desultory, no resort to seizure of supplies has ever
been made. .

In 1916, the possession of arms by practically all citizens was
forbidden. Thousands of revolvers and hundreds of carbines were
surrendered. This was effected through the local chiefs who were
not deprived of their authority and who were encouraged and en-
joined to carry out the law.

The British in the Boer War resorted in I901 to a systematic
clearing of the enemy country of livestock and supplies.

General Hoche, during the French Revolutionary days, pacified

the disturbed district of La Vendee in France by occupying every ham-
Nmﬁ. and village. All cattle and stores of corn were seized. Part of
this was used for the Army of Occupation. Important inhabitants
were also seized. These were released, and cattle and corn restored
when the peasants voluntarily surrendered their arms, :

5. The tactics of a small war frequently differ from the tactics
of regular warfare. This is because the circumstances under which
a small war is waged differ from those of regular waffare. This will
be clear from the following brief consideration of tactics and its
m@m_m%\mos to the circumstances of irregular warfare;

“Tactics is the art of disposi :
held of s 15 MOmEm and Em=8:<n=w.ﬂ~oovm on the

The principle factors that govern tactics are: (1) ‘Arms: Our
own; the enemy’s. (2)Terrain. (3) Morale: Our own ; the enemy’s,

. Let us illustrate. If my army is equipped with high-powered
rifles and your army having no rifles comes suddenly within 500

yards of my army on an open plain, your army will be:destroyed.
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If your army is equipped with long, sharp knives and knowing well
how. to use them, lies in wait in thick jungle alongside the path on
which my army is filing, and my army all tired and sweaty thinks
that the jungle is so thick that no:man could possibly move in it and
so keeps everyone on the path, then if your army jumps out suddenly
into the path and knives my army, man for man, before we can pull
a trigger, my army will be destroyed. Lastly, if your army has no
courage and though having the ability to knife my army is afraid to
try, then sooner or later your army will be hunted down and destroyed.
- Knowing our enemy’s means of fighting (his arms), the ground
on which he is likely to be met, and his courage or methods of
utilizing his arms and his ground, we can estimate the niethods we
shall adopt to defeat him with the least risk to our own forces. In
other words, knowing the enemy’s probable tactics, we determine the
tactics we shall use against him. :
Now. the tactics of the enemy and his morale are affected by his
psychology which varies with different peoples. In general, among

“semi-civilized and savage peoples, this is a matter of emotion. Intel-

lect and reason abstracted from emotion are characteristic of civilized
peoples. Reason is a development. Emotion is fundamental ; peoples
who are not developed intellectually are by comparison wholly emo-
tional. Similarly children are impulsive and emotional, exposition of
the fundamental psychological factor of man.

As an illustration of emotion and reason, two civilians 4 and B
fell to fighting with their fists on a city street. A third man C hap-
pened along and stood ‘watching. 4 and B. A fourth man D looked
out of the window of his home and saw A and B fighting in front
of his house., His ideas of order were shocked. He was incensed.
He rushed out of his house without his hat and promptly stepped in
between A and B and stopped the fight. - He reprimanded 4 and B
to their great surprise and sent them on about their business. C,
who had observed the whole affair, marveled that D, who was a
little man, should have interfered between two large men, either one
of whom might have turned upon D for interfering in an affair that
was none of his business. It never occurred to C to interfere. He
had a sporting interest to see what was going to happen, but his
common setise told him not to interfere. He might have to fight
both A4 and B himself. A, B and D were governed by emotions;
C by reason. ..

It may happen of course that an intellectually highly developed
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individual shows great emotion. This is a matter of circumstances,
or if frequently repeated a lack of control. Probably any -people,
however civilized, possess as great emotional powers as any other.
But reason and control temper this emotion. :

As between two peoples at war, the one big, powerful and waging
war as a-part.of some preconceived State policy and the other com-
paratively weak and fighting the powerful invader, the smaller
will be acting under a greater emotion. S

This emotional factor will account for many ‘otherwise inex-
plicable acts of the enemy in small wars. Whenever one single
strong emotion governs, the consequent actions are likely to be
violent and impetuous. Here are a ‘few instances in support
of this contention. .

One of the greatest of emotions is religion. Religion is a matter
of faith and not of reason. The Mohammedan believes that heaven

will be opened to him if he kills his Christian. He fights for Allah.

If he himself'is killed his reward is assured. Hence occur his fanati-
cal attacks in the face of almost certain destruction. .

“Of all the emotions, fear was the first, the strongest and the
most unreasoning. It still remains the strongest influence that gov-
erns man’s actions ” (Eltinge). With many primitive peoples fear
is exemplified in their customs, superstitions and even in their relig-
ions. Fear affects their tactics. Seldom will such an enemy await
the white man’s steady approach and bayonet charge. This charac-
teristic is not wholly lacking with regular troops. With an undisci-
plined, poorly controlled, poorly armed and ignorant enemy, -flight
before a bayonet charge is almost certain. This same enenty may at
another time take the offensive with great courage.  But ¢nce con-
trolled by the-emotion of fear his flight is precipitous. This accounts
for a principle of small wars that we must take the offensive, that if
compelled to take the defensive we must conduct an active - de-
fense, that as a last resort a counter-attack must be made. This
accounts for the line of retreat that the enemy always provides for
in his defensive positions, : .

Example: On June 27, 1916 a force of 850 United State Marines
under command of Brigadier General (then Colonel) Joseph H. Pendle-
ton, U.S.M.C,, attacked Dominican intrenchments at Las Trencheras,
27 kilometres from Monte Cristi, D. R. enroute to Santiago. Attached
is :a small sketch from memory of this engagement. The firing line
included four companies of about 8o men each or roughly 325 men,

Dn&c Trenches

Seale

ATTACK ON

LAS TREN

OPERATIONS OF

#mRegl.

U.5 NARINES

Sketch From
Memord

/7= bo0 Yda
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Machine -guns. were attached to the companies. The trenches rose
about séventy-five. feet above the roads leading thereto over which the
attack was made and. were dominated by.a second hill which in turn
was: intrenched with a good line: of retreat to the rear,  The attack
was begun with the fire of two 3" naval janding guns with shrapnel
and of a platoon of machine guns. T ¢ had apparently little effect
on the Dominicans who opened fir approaching lines of marines
at about 1000 yards distance. The fire of the Dominicans however
mingled with great yelling and cheering was.as usual high, only one
marine being killed and four wounded. The. advance of the marines
was. regular with short halts for fire and ended in a charge and capture
of the trenches. . The enemy however had not awaited a final assault
as a‘completion of the mnn»au,,wmﬂwsnneﬁ sounded his retreat on his
bugles and fled- from his first and “sécond ‘line  trenches. Apparently
it .was: origihally intended to envelop the -enemy’s left flank but this
was’ not -done. - The Dominicans -escaped apparently with small loss.
No killed or wounded Dominicans were found after the fight.

The emotion of cotirage, on the other hand, may be quite as strong
as that of fear and hence the ability of lesser peoples to suffer extra-
ordinary losses when they themselves are taking the offensive.

Most emotions are short-lived. . One emotion may quickly super-
cede another. A child turns from joy to grief and back again with
great rapidity, In the British Indian hill wars the tribesmen re-
treated regularly before the advancing British columns, attacking
spasmodically perhaps but making few great stands. The British
expeditions, howeyer, were punative in nature. They did not march
to occupy the land and so had to return to their bases in one, two or
more days. When the retirement commenced, the attitude of the
tribesmen habitually changed. Then they attacked, gathering in
_ great mumbers at the sight of the “retreating ” British.  Original
fear seems to have been superceded by courage at the first opportunity.

Example:  In the. Tirah campaign in 1807 a reconnaissance was

“ o being made by . the Kurrum movable column up thé long Karmana
- defile into-the Chamkani country. - No opposition' was encountered in
" _advance; but when the retirement commenced, the tribesmen collected
some force and. adopted their usual harassing tactics; they were
wever kept in check without great difficutty. A picquet of the Kapur-
antry which had been detached to hold a flanking spur, how-
with disaster; It was ordered to withdraw at the proper time
eceived the message ‘but instead of descending obliquely rear-
o the valley and joining the rear guard the commander and
ade an attempt to strike the valley higher up with
participating in the skirmish which was going on. The
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nm:‘nw got into difficult ground and came in contact with the enemy
Emr.mn up than where the rear guard was—they in fact missed con-
nection émmu it and thus became isolated. They found themselves,.
moreover in an awkward side ravine and ‘the “tribesman quickly’ closed
the ends of this. The upshot was that they were eventually shot
down to a man.—Callwell. . . .

] Example: “In the British operations of 1881 in Waziristan, the first
m.%_um advanced up a spur covered with oak jungle, so thick that it was
difficult to see more than ten yards off. About half way up they
halted and the two half companies were ordered to lie down, fix bayo-~
nets E”.a load. Suddenly a charge was made on Eoig,nrn _mnmn_é
appearing about ten yards off. ‘The fire they received sent them
back, but the officer instead ‘of allowing his men to get otit of hand
mnmmcmn them steadily up hill, halting to reform every now ubaarmum

This was a wise precaution as if the men had got out of hand and
rushed up the hill, a rush of Waziris might have swept through
aﬁB.. As it was, at each hill the Waziris tried to rush the companies,
but did not succeed . . . . ‘After the charge we heard the general’s
bugle sounding our regimental call and the retire.

) Colonel Price, who was a very able officer and quite understood tthe
situation, refused to obey the ordér, as he was aware that if ‘we retired
through the thick scrub before the Waziris were beaten, the result
would have been a heavy loss in men, so, instead, he drove them over
a.:.y\ range and we halted for some time, and then retired without a shot
being fired at us.”—Callwell.

. Similarly fear demonstrated in precipitous flight burns itself out
with escape. The relief from attack and pursuit. is so great as to
become to the enemy a victory. It may well ru.w.?wb that he cares
not at all for the loss of the position which he defended. He has
escaped unhurt. The last game that he played with us after the
battle was to see if he could get away from us before we caught him.
And he got away. With very good ‘reasoning you failed. He won
and will fight again just as soon as he gets ready and oppor-
tunity offers. .

Illustrations of this, perhaps most familiar to us, are to be found

in both Haitian and Dominican campaigns of 1915 and 1916. The

campaign against the Haitian Cacos in Northern Haiti, included
numerous: small engagements culminating in a concerted attack on
Fort .Om@omm. For reasons which will be explained later the wwvﬁcn@
of this H.on was only a minor victory. Eight Haitians were killed.
Some 150 others escaped. A few weeks later a similar mountain
mmm«:mmm]moﬁ Riviere—was taken with the practical destruction
of its garrison of some seventy-five Cacos. This action mb@& the

5
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campaign. In the Dominican Republic the action at Las Trencheras
occurred with no apparent losses to the Dominicans. They attacked
the advancing American column on numerous occasions until their
signal defeat with considerable losses eight days later at Guayacanes
which ended organized opposition.

Small wars afe characterized by the usual failure of an enemy
to continue a pursuit for any length of time. The white man’s per-
sistency .wu;msmunwmomgm to himz The enemy’s mental calibre is
demonstrated by inability to persist in his efforts to a certain end.
Consequently he is the victim of his own emotions.

The keynote of .the enemy’s morale in small wars is the fact,
generally speaking, that he is governed by his emotions.

6. We have considered the factors that govern tactics. Let us
now consider three principles of tactics ‘that appear essential to suc-
cess. ~These are the Offensive, Surprise, and Security.

(1) In order to gain decisive results it is necessary to take the
offensive. Both sides are therefore likely to attempt it.

(2) Surprise is an essential element of a successful attack. To
be surprised is never justifiable. ‘

(3) By proper security, surprise can always be prevented.

The offensive and its essential element, surprise, are assumed
by us at will. The same prerogative belongs to the enemy. Since
we do not know when the enemy will attempt a surprise, we must
take the proper means, of security all the time. In order to know
what are the proper means of security we must know the tactics of
the enemy ; that is, how will he attack. If we knew when our enemy
would attack, with what arms he would attack and where he would at-
tack, we should be prepared to meet him. Since we do not know when
he will attack, we take measures to meet him at any time. These
meastres are such that the arms he uses will not be effective against
us until we are ready to meet him. We effect this ordinarily by
m with advance or delaying detachments so-that he* will
“be unable tc r main body before it is prepared to meet him.
The size o,m,,&rﬂmm advance or delaying detachments depend upon
many things, as our own strength, the strength of the enemy, our
weapons, his weapons, etc. The distance from the main body of
these advance or delaying detachments will depend on the terrain and
the range of the enemy’s weapons. ‘All this is nothing but ordinary

tactics. But it4$ an essential to proper action that we should under-
stand the reasons for any particular action. We shall then under-
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stand that we are only using common sense in what we do. Let us
take one or two examples from regular warfare. We shall then see
how to m@@q our security in varying oo:aaonm mmwamn irregu-
lar enemies.

Example: A purpose of an advance guard, of a rear. maw_d of a
flank guard, of an outpost in regular warfare is to hold the enemy
beyond effective rifle fire or in large bodies, beyond effective artillery
fire until it can form for action. )

 Example: The one pounder is really not an offensive weapon but
a defensive weapon; its primary purpose is to destroy ‘the enemy’s -
machine guns; it cannot act until an enemy machine gun discloses its
position by opening fire. Held in readiness it is 2 means of security «
against a special\ form of attack by the enemy.

7. These three principles, the Offensive, Surprise, and Security,
are of particular importance in small wars, the Offensive because
the burden of ,proof necessarily rests with the invader; Surprise
because in small wars it will o?g be the only means of attack where
the enemy has greater mobility than the regular troops and refuses
battle; Security because the enemies’ methods of attack will be sur-
prise, flank and rear movements rather than frontal.

Our strategy of small wars included the seizure of ports, border
towns and interior cities, and engagements in the field. Tactically
these resolve into:

1. Pg&:w Operations.
. Seizure of a city. _
m Operations in the field.

We shall consider our tactics of small wars 5&9. these three
divisions and whenever applicable in each such division under the
heads of the Offensive, Surprise, and Security.

8. Landing Operations.—* Landing and mopping up a womwoi is
not a difficult matter provided the job is treated as a military opera-
tion, but the landing ot a force at a customs wharf, or similar front
door entrance, may be very difficult for the reason that the disposition
of troops is such as toencourage an enemy to strike, and if he strikes
the troops are poorly disposed to return the compliment. There is
no known reason why this condition should ever obtain. When a
Marine force lands in whatever fashion, the enemy knows that it
will not fight unless attacked and also knows that if the landing
force is attacked it will fight back and complete the job. Some may
object to this on the grounds that the orders are to seize a. limited
objective—the customs house, or some other particular mm.Q:J\ in
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the city and that a  peaceful landing ” is to be made. While that

may be the fact, there is no known reason why the landing force
should not be disposed to control the city pending the successful
momoawmmga:h of the particular mission. Experience demonstrates
that there is a good chance ﬁgﬁ the mmiﬁ&&. mission will not be
accomplished peaceably:

“ A proper ﬁnon&ﬁm would be to land suddenly at one or more
points in'the" vicinity of the port, encircle the city (seizing any
commanding ground), form.the mopping-up force and jump off.
The wsn:.n::w. (or control) ‘of the city is very important for several
reasons; port facilities are secured, the hostiles that are caught in
the city will not have to be chased in the bush afterwards, the mop-
ping-up force will have choice of jumping-off positions and direc-
tions of advance. The ideal conditions would be those permitting
the mopping-up force to jump off from an elevated position and
advance in the direction of the sea. Such conditions would ensure
the widest use of the land and sea forces available, lessen the danger
of inter-firing among one’s own troops and bring the most complete

" results. Eﬁ%%mw if the occupation of a city is carried out as a real

military operation the danger of bloodshed will be lessened for the
reason that the rapid unfolding of the various stages of action will
tend to render resistance ‘manifestly hopeless.

“The mm.ﬁaﬁ and economical success of the mopping-up force,
properly landed, will %%md& like any other operation, on the com-
pleteness « ‘of the staff work, battle formation used, weapons available
mb&. noo&s&be : mm tors 8& mﬁ.mnﬂ oEaQEam should be ww.ﬁmuna

will be so immmm@namm as to cause universal resistance ﬂvwocm:oﬁ
" The resistance will most likely be centred on those sections inhab-
ited .of frequented: v% the younger and more lawless elements and
native troops, stuch-as the Red Light district and the plaza district,
with the ‘so-called palace, police and troop barracks and club build-
ings. - On the other hand, peoples of all nations are rapidly progress-
ing in the military art and wholesale resistance, with organized city
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outskirts-and block by block fighting may be met with and should be
prepared for.” (Ellis in MAarINE Corps GAZETTE.) ,
Examples of Landing Operations: - - . .

Account of the landings at Vera Cruz, Mexico, in 1847 and 1914

Vera Cruz is located on the shore of the Gulf of Mexico at the
apex of a flat triangular sandy plain; one to two miles from apex
to base. At the base extending from Vegara Bay on the northwest
to the Gulf of Mexico on the southeast is a line of hills 6o to 160
feet high. : BRI

The city is therefore surrounded on the apex and sides by water
and on the base by hills. (See map.) . g o

In 1847, General Scott, believing that there were some 5000 Mexi-
can troops in and around Vera Cruz, disembarked on March 9, 1847,
at the beach south of Vera Cruz and due west of Sacrificos Island.
No opposition was met from the Mexicans. There were no Ameri-
can casualties.  Landing in 65 open boats (cutter type) was begun
in the late afternoon. Thirteen thousand troops were ashore by
10 p.m.  Weather was excellent. ' The hills to the southwest of the
city (base of triangular plain) were occupied, artillery brought
ashore, and from the 22nd to the 27th the city and fortifications
thereof were bombarded with 6700 projectiles. The Mexican com-
mander then requested cessation of hostilities which resulted in par-
leys and surrender of the city. City was taken without assault,
infantry used only to hold investing lines. Mexican casual-
ties about 600; American, 67. Five thousand Mexicans with 400
guns surrendered. . , ,

In 1914 (April), American war vessels were ordered to various )
Mexican ports to protect and receive Americans leaving Mexico if
the strained relations then existing became wotse. The First Divi- .
sion, Atlantic Fleet, lay at Vera Cruz, where on April 21, 1914,
a cablegram was received from Washington directing the seizure
of the Custom House to prevent the landing of a large assignment
of rifles and machine guns for the’ Mexican Government due on the
German steamer, ¥ piranga. The mission of this landing was there-
fore limited to the taking of the Custom House. Officials ashore
were notified that the Custom House would be seized, opportunity
was given to foreigners to clear the city, and a force of 787 (includ-
ing 502 Marines) landed at the custom house pier and took the
custom house and cable station without firing until after landing.
Firing commenced on approach to cable station, a few blocks up city

s
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mwoS wharves. It then became necessary to advance to a certain
extent to cover the objective taken. = Resistance was local and‘uncon-
trolled. Efforts to communicate with responsible Mexican authori-
ties to stop local firing having been {ruitless, the American forces
ashore were ordered on the 22nd to suppress firing, take possession
of city. and restore order. American forces: ‘moved forward by
sections through the city, clearing houses, etc., equal advance. being
: nﬁﬁ.ﬁaﬂa vw mumdm_ on onomm,mz\mm»,m £ s m@ﬁ@gnmﬁ of city

ma Aﬁmnwgmﬁm of GESQ mS\Sm Naval Forces
“Santo Domingo City, D. R., on May 5, 1916, and at
Plata, D. R., on June I, 19I0.
- At Santo Domingo City, landing of 300 gm:smm m:@ Bluejackets
was effected at the “beach” near San Geronimo Fort, two ' miles
west of the city, at 1:00 p.m. At that time Santo Domingo city
was held by a rebel force of ngn .250 regular troops and some
‘seven or eight hundred volunteers I-plentifully supplied with ammu-
nition. The city was being attacked y some 800 government troops
from the west and north. opposition to the landing of American
forces was made. Landing was effected as follows: A% motor-sailer
was wznwcwnm_ with a heavy anchor near ter edge of the breakers ;
; A e-half-inch line was. ng,mmwowa through several lines
of vqamwﬂ.w to a palm tree asho a large lifeboat with a lizard at
 eachend was run. along this line EN a picked crew. On May s5th and
: m&wgﬁm days a total of 600 men, two g-inch field pieces with cais-

- sonms; several machine guns and large quantities of stores and ammu-
- nition were landed in this manner. There is no actual beach suitable
for landing within many miles of Santo Domingo City.

‘At Puerto Plata, a force of 130 Marines and 63 Bluejackets, with
two machine guns, was landed June 1, 1916, in small boats from the
. Sacramento at a small cove on the western side of East
(see sketch). Puerto Plata was at that time held by a revo-
nary force of some 500 men armed with Winchester rifles with
anounced ‘intention. of preventing a ‘landing. Civilian and
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foreign non-combatants in Puerto Plata made it inadvisable to return
any fire from these revolutionists. At 6:15 am. sev three~
pounder shots followed by four-inch.shells were fired over the fort
at the entrance to the harbor from the Sacramento. These ‘were
intended to frighten the revolutionists, but did not prevent a stofm
of rifle bullets directed at the ship and the landing-boats throughout
the passage from ship to shore (the boats left at 6:30 a.m.), bullets
falling all around the boats and many hitting the sides of boats. = This
fire was not returned,  for to have done so lives of non-combatants
would have been in danger.” - One officer was shot ,E the head and
killed, several men were slightly wounded, and a small boat ground-
ing, two men were nearly drowned but later resuscitated.” The fort
and town were promptly seized, the revolutionists retiring ‘upon the
advance on shore of the Americans. ) A EE R

None of these landings were effected in the face of serious opposi-
tion and none of them are sufficiently detailed to illustrate the factics
of a landing operation. - The following covers the subject briefly :

As in all attacks, surprise if accomplished is of immense advan-
tage. To effect surprise various favorable landing places may be
examined with small- war vessels and sea planes; favorable land-
ing places given a opreliminary bombardment from the ‘sea
to develop the enemy’s defensive dispositions and inally -at the -
time of actual landing demonstrations made at auxiliary landing
places to deceive the enemy as regards the point of landing in force:
It might be profitable to effect actual land reconnaissance by scouts
landed at night. : : SO
~ The operations upon landing are immediate and are in the nature
of an execution of the principles of security. This will be effected
by the seizure of all terrain’ affording positions to the enemy to
command with fire the chosen landing places. The selection of the
place of landing will among other considerations (as the physical
nature of shore line or beach as offering approach to final objective, ,
etc.) be governed by the local objectives to be seized ‘immediately
upon landing in order to afford security to the landing beach:

In illustration of a landing operation, reference is made to the two
following diagrams: v : . e
~In each diagram the position O (objectives) will be seen to be
high ground commanding the landing beach. The fire of ships’ guns
being of flat trajectory will not be effective against masked positions
except perhaps at long range. The landing forces will therefore in
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approach be able to bring but small fire on QO from machine guns,
Stokes mortars and one-pounders carried i the bows of small b
On landing it will be imperative that each O be attacked immedi ,
‘and taken. Troops on the open beach will be exposed to ann:
ing fire. They will seek cover imme a L att
tives to-secure the-beach against fi
In order that this may be accomp!
sary loss, troops should before leaving
tives, and sub-sectors of attack m
sub-unit so that each sub-unit wi
sector and commence the :

<. BEACH-

the usual manner, though perhaps less accurately by landmarks and

from the map in degrees of azimuth, Supports and reserves will

similarly be assigned. to sectors to m%mﬁnw the attack. ,

v r three main tactical principles operate in landing operations

We take the offensive, land, and seize ; otherwise, even though we
le t ; he land from the sea, we accomplish little.

landing and by actual land-

y at
Our means

of security will be our airplane reconnaissance, our
s, our fire from landing boats and our immediate
oints commanding the 1 fing beach. Our operations
tics of small wars on land which we
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The organization assigned to a street is divided into
- 1. A street detachment.
2. A roof detachment.
3. A searching detachment.
4. A main body.
A squad may be sufficient to form a street aﬂwnrimnﬁ..
1. Half the squad moves on one side of the street, H&.nmm. m.%m._._-
tage of cover from doorways, stone steps, etc., and covering ﬁ:& its
rifles the enemy fire from windows and roofs on the opposite side
of the street. The leading man of course covers straight to the
tont. Those behind him by reason of their formation cannot well
B i i line.
fire to the front without coming up on the o ‘
2. The other half of the squad performs similar duties on the
 other side of the street.
3. To silence enemy machine gun fire a one-pounder may well
follow the street detachment. .
4. A street detachment advances one block to the near side of the
 gross street and halts, taking a temporary barracaded or defen-
sive position. .
>@Noom detachment will consist of at least one squad for each side
of the street. o
1. Each squad enters the first house on its side of ﬁrm. street and
. gains the roof. The first man enters the house alone, his entrance
being covered by one or more rifles oﬁmﬂn. .
4 .wm. On the roof, each equad is divided into a first waa second line.
3. The first line carries and utilizes planks, scaling hooks, rope
ladders as may be necessary. .
4. The second line covers the advance of the first line, protects
lanks and acts as a support. . . .
'Roof detachments fire only to their front if flank fire will
; friendly troops. . :
g rifle, the automatic rifle, hand and rifle grenades, and
rifles are suitable weapons. .
When the roof detachment gains the most advanced roofs in
lock it halts and engages the enemy on the cross street and vmwo.ﬁa.
soon as the enemy fire has been controlled, the second line
port with roof equipment (planks, scaling ladders, etc.),
scends to the street to form the advance line for the new roof
ment for the next block. . .
The first line remains in position until the new first line has

THE STRATEGY AND TACTICS OF SMALL WARS
w,m.g?qow Samuer M. Harringron, U.S.M.C

(Continued from the last number)

9. Seizure of a city: Our present sources of information on this
phase of small warfare are two. The first refers to the seizure of
Latin-American cities which are perhaps the most simple and regular
in construction. The second refers to the seizure of modern cities
of the temperate zones of greater irregularity of structure. We
shall consider both methods,

- Latin-American towns are usually laid out regularly in parallel
streets with cross streets at right angles. The blocks therefore are
rectangular. The buildings as a rule are closely adjacent, are one
story high, and have flat roofs.

Such a city is seized systematically with proper tactical formation
as in any other offensive. The inhabitants and the gatrison may be
surprised by a seizure at daybreak and opposition thus avoided.
The more thoroughly planned, the more systematic, the more ener-
getic the seizure, the less opposition is there likely to be,

The tactical requirements are however special and very detailed,

owing to the nature of the work to be done. It is necessary to take
the whole city from the same direction and moving forward regu-
larly in a wave which on both flanks overflows the city. Otherwise
flanks would be exposed to enemy detachments passed by, and our
own detachments would be exposed here and there to the fire of
others of our own detachments less advanced or advancing on irregu:
lar streets at an angle to the main direction of approach. Similarly
each house in every street is in itself a fort which may harbor one
or more individuals armed and determined to do mischief. Thor-
oughly to seize a city, every bit of territory including cellars, roofs
and yards must be seized. :

The operations on one street are all that can be viewed thoroughly

from any given position. If we understand what is going on in one
street, we shall understand what is going on in each street and so be
able to link up the whole operation within the city and to link this
with the tactical requirements outside of the city.
A street is seized as follows:
84
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_Mm.ﬁmm »_@mn@&,on:&oamwﬂmawdmEm nnomm.m@mmreﬁwgwﬁmnmnmn@m

crosses the street and becomes the support. R .

_ 10 If desirable an entirely new roof detachment may be ,HE.-
nished by the main body at each cross street. Ny .

The size of the searching detachment will &m@m&& upon the size
m:a number of buildings in each block to be searched. A squad Bmw
; ﬁm:mnmmmm@ for each building.. If there are twelve houses on each
mmmm o». the street in any block and it is desirable to search all houses
simultaneously, twenty-four- searching ‘squads woud be nﬁ&nmmf
Hm each searching squad might search two hduses during the block
m%wso@ wmémr& squads, ‘and, if four men were sufficient to search
a wo,:mm, six squads would be sufficient for this duty. - A less number
of 'squads would Scarcely be sufficient for rapid advance.

1. A searching squad makes a thorough search of every room
and courtyard. i , .

2. And places in the street in one pile for each block all arms
and ammunition found. Hora E .
gl ga guards this pile until relieved from the main body.

A main body is used to reinforce the three preceding detachments.

1. Hﬁ is held under cover of a cross street until. the next cross
.m,:.nmﬁ. is cleared by the street detachment when by a rapid advance

it gains the cover of that street. : . :
‘..n,.ﬂ leaves a guard. on ¢ach pile of arms and ammunition until
relieved by a guard fromi the battalion support.
~'From the foregoing a summary of a minimum number of squads
fora thorough advance on a street is as follows: i

- Street detachment :......... 1 squad -

Roof detachment ........... 2 squads.

Searching detachment ....... 6 squads -

Main body ......... «vsvvve. 3 squads (ot more if
available)

B L L 12 maﬁw%.

Behind this organization follows the Battalion Support.
1. It furnishes reinforcements for the preceding main body. )
‘s 2. Ttecollects the arms and’ ammunition piled-in each block. - -
3 H.ﬁ leaves patrols pending relief by the regular provost vwwg_m.
,A,memwwchw,m:osﬁnmmNmBﬂmsm%m wozwnmu.n.ﬁra mmmmmm&&ma&n:o
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~cover any omissions made by the searching parties. In cases where

the inhabitants are very hostile some or all in a district may have
to ‘be evicted therefrom.) ' : : :

- From experience in Vera Cruz in 1914, it was estimated (U. S.
Army) that if the depth of a town in the direction of the advance
averaged two miles, 2 battalion would not -ordinarily be assigned
a width of more than two streets; that is, one block and one-half
of "each of the adjacent blocks.

“In any event it will be clear that a certain number of streets will
be assigned to a battalion as its sector. A sector will include 2 whole
stréet and will extend half-way into the flank block. Authority
then on any street will not be divided. The advance is codrdinated
as follows: s B o

1.- The officer in charge of each roof detachment reports or signals
to the officer in charge of the street detachment that his work for that
block has been completed. : v :

2. The officer in charge of the searching detachment after check
of all groups reports to the officer in charge of the street detachment
that his work for the block has been completed.

- 3= The officer in charge of the street detachment assures himself
that all opposition on the cross street has been suppressed and then
puts out in the cross street a flag or by other means signals that he
is ready to advance. - . o

4. The officer commanding the advance of the base battalion
verifies the “ ready ” signals of streets on the flanks of his battalion
and then orders the advance -of his own battalion. o

"5, Qther street detachments observing the advance of the base
battalion then advance. . C .

- 6. It may happen that all cross streets are not straight. In this
case certain straight cross streets are designated in orders as codrdi-
nating streets where all units come abreast before again advancing.
In-between coordinating streets, units check up with units on their
immediate flanks as each cross street is reached.

~'We may now consider our line as advancing as a wave or series
of waves,-one behind the other, across the city in one direction and
from one direction. There are three points that we have not yet
considered, our flanks, our rear, and our exit on the far side of the
town.  In our tactical dispositions within the city we have considered
carefully all details for the sécurity of each detachment, the front,
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the flanks, the rear. Behind our battalion supports, of course, we |

provide provost guards to take over afid patrol occupied districts.

Now, behind our provost guards, we need 2 mobile reserve for
rear and flank protection, and on our flanks and in our rear we need
mgmﬁa reconnoitering patrols to guard against a surprise. This is
important and its omission entirely is not justifiable. Now as to our
exit on the far side of the town: if, as in the case of an approach
mwoBV the southwest into Vera Cruz, the water cuts off escape from the
town and the taking up of position beyond by.the enemy, our task is
m_oﬁﬁnﬁm@. with the taking of the city. 'But if the ¢ity be inland or
it be necessary to approach it so that the exit will be inland we shall
have to provide for that -exit in two ways—dfirst, to prevent. the
escape or withdrawal of the enemy ; secondy’to prevent his surprising
us from positions beyond the town whettour troops flushed with
Snﬁoﬁ, may seek to pursue him hotly.:*We can prevent the enemy’s
escape by an enveloping or turning force passing around the city and
taking wOm,Eon,_.: flank of the final exit. ~This may be sufficient to
cover our own debouching troops but does not relieve the commanders
nrmg.om from the use of measures of security as the advance of
mneanm and patrols in the open to develop the enemy’s fire before
numbers of troops are exposed to view emerging from the town.
We seek of course to keep the enemy so far from us that we shall
not be exposed in large numbers to danger from his weapons at their
effective range. :

: H&o.ﬁ-ﬁm of tanks, trench mortars and field pieces against enemy
barricades is obvious. These weapons will be most advantageously
Em.nma, with the main body where they can rapidly be brought into
mn»._oa when needed. In small wars, air service will do much to
relieve the infantry of its labors.  But no matter what means of
warfare, modern science may invent, the man on foot must in the
Fm» analysis drive out the man on foot, and seize and hold the an
because mankind lives on the earth. Infantty tactics will therefore
always be of importance. : .

In a small war the seizure of a city may be a minor operation.
H#m principles, however, will be the same and the thoroughness: s&r
which these principles are carried out will depend upon ,aoonmmm@.
We have seen in general how the city of Vera Cruz was taken in
1914. From the experiences of that operation there were for the most
part drawn the detailed instructions outlined in the paragraphs
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immediately foregoing. A single further example of the seizing of
a small city will be illuminating.

- Ezample: Santo Domingo City was seized by American forces in
May, 1916, in the early days of the occupation of the Dominican
Republic. Original plan called for an entrance from the West in
conjunction with the forces of President Jimenez moving on all
parallel streets eastward (see map), a detachment of Jimenez forces
to pass around the city the previous night to cover escape of the
rebels via the Camino de Galindo. This plan of entrance allowed
of fire from ships’ guns in the harbor northward along cross streets
so as to take in the flank opposing forces operating therein.

Actual seizure was effected from the north moving southward
by six companies of sixty to eighty men each, operating roughly on
an east and west line from Villa Francisco and Galindo between
Calle Sanchez and the Rio del Ozama, with a flanking company at
the Receptoria and a company moving eastward to occupy the
triangle between La Primavera and Calle Pina. The Ozama was
covered by ship’s guns from the harbor and by machine guns from
the company moving south along the river. The six companies
reformed from time to time on Calle Mercedes, Calle Seperacion, etc.
‘The rebels had withdrawn to the northward before the occupation.
Occupation was effected at 6 a.m. Sunday before the city was awake
and no opposition was encountered.

~ So far we have considered cities of a regular construction. But
all cities are not so constructed. Often the avenues run irregularly,
the houses do not necessarily join and the roofs may not be flat.
The same principles however apply. The advantage of moving into
a city only in one direction lies, as we have noted, in the protection
of our flanks from enemy fire and from fire of our own flank detach-
ments. Proper codrdination may prevent this even though we con-
verge from two directions on the city as may be desirable should the
main defense say be in one corner of the city or should it be desir-
able to force the enemy retreat in a particular direction. If the
houses on a block are not adjoining or have not flat roofs, a regular
advance by a roof detachment is of course impossible. The same
effect however will be produced by seizing the first roof in the
block and as the searching parties advance the next roof so high as to
conceal the roofs beyond it. In this fashion we seize successively
the high points. Depending on the construction it may be necessary
to occupy all roofs. .
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-+ Example: “ Following the Armistice the German forces withdrew
to their depots in Germany for demobilization, and rapidly melted
away. Red riots began in Germany in December, 1918, and were
numerous in January, 1919. Many of the large cities were controlled
by the Reds. The old-army regiments proved utterly unreliable in
mmowm to suppress the Reds and regain control of the cities. - In many
Emﬁmzonm the returned soldiers joined the ranks of the Communists
- and supplied the Communists everywhere with quantities of rifles,

hand grenades, a few machine guns, and ample ammunition, In
- order to reéstablish order in Germany and to suppress the Com-
 munists, enterprisi icers of the old German Army organized
teer units. The vere self-appointed and each followed

.. he 1 8&@@8& o,m cavalry, artillery, wire-

nents and had from a hundred to a thousand
; each. Many of these volunteer units grew to large pro-
‘portions, equalling the normal strength of a division. One of the
large units was the Landesjaeger Corps, organized by General
- Maercker in U.mogvmﬁ.uowm»mn Senne-Lager, a great Qongn train-
ing camp in snmawrm:m.. In late December, 1918, the Landesjaeger
Corps had a functioning staff and was having manceuvres, at Pader-
born, on the problem of capturing Paderborn from assumed
Communist control. A
. “In .F:er, 1919, the Landesjaeger Corps began to appear
in the various columns directed by Minister Noske, against Com-
munist groups.in Central and Western Germany. Between January
Ist and April 1st, General Maercker captured Halle, Madgburg,
Brunswick, Halberstadt, Leipzig, and numerous smaller communities,
Leipzig, which was the last city to be taken, fell without a shot,
as the Communists quit as soon as they saw the Landesjaegers, who
had gained the reputation of being invincible. In all these actions
the same tactics appeared, although there was a distinct evolution
in the tactics, as experience dictated changes, v
“The Communists being in complete control of a city, fully
armed, and having fairly well organized units, volunteers, composed
largely of demobilized soldiers and criminals, it was the vwwnmna

for the government forces to take ten days to two weeks in preparing

for the attack. Meanwhile, in order to gain time, insincere. negotia- -

waaw.mon a possible compromise would be initiated by the political
representatives of the Government. This course was followed in
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sb many instances that it seems to have been a part of the
military plan. . : v

“The government troops were prepared in their garrisons and
then quickly assembled about ten miles from the city to be captured.
Usually two columns were assembled to-attack the city from different
angles. - Munich ‘was attacked by three such columns, but in some
instances only one column was formed. . Obviously the attempt was
made to have this assemblage secret for a special censorship was
imposed. In no instance, however, did the Government succeed in
making a complete surprise attack and rarely did the Communists
have less than twenty-four hours’ notice.

~“In the final phase of evolution shown by these tactics, the attack-
ing columns formed in the following general manner : .

“ Aviation: Three to six aeroplanes, flying low, preceded the

column. The aeroplanes were equipped with machine guns, but did
little fighting. Their principal duty was to spot all groups of
Communists, all rioters on roofs, and all barricades and signal back
the facts to the attacking column. In some instances they were used
to fire with machine guns on the rioters on the roofs.
" “Armored cars: These cars preceded the main column and con-
sisted usually of trucks hastily covered more or less with sheet iron
and armed with machine guns. There is no satisfactory evidence
as to the efficiency of these armored cars used in this way. However,
for the mopping up and patrolling later, all these armored cars
were necessary.,

“ Infantry: The infantry in the column had an excess ratio of
machine guns and of hand grenades.

“dprtillery: The artillery gradually became almost exclusively
trench ‘mortars, which in the German Army were an arm of the
artillery in the large calibres and of the infantry in the small calibres.

“ In entering a city, the immediate objective of the column was to
obtain possession of as much of the city as possible. Thus, when
rioters were found strongly occupying a quarter, that quarter was
not immediately attacked but was segregated as effectively as pos-
sible. In due time this resolved the resistance down to certain
isolated quarters.  The capture of these quarters was then under-
taken, the two distinctive: features being the use of aeroplanes for
reporting assembled groups and for attacking rioters on roofs, and the
free use of trench mortars (minenwerfers), to toss bombs com-
pletely over a city block of buildings, and into a building on the next
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street, occupied by the rioters. No efforts seem to have been made
to minimize the destruction of property, in the course of the opera-
tions.”—Eaton. oL

It may happen that we are able to make an entrance into a city
by railroad and so to detrain in the heart of the city. This would
happen probably before the outbreak of any hostilities and in the
hope that none would occur. Such an operation is similar to a
landing operation. The first troops to detrain must cover the landing
which is the railroad station. In all directions must this be secured
and to the extent of the range at least of small arm fire. This again
is nothing but simple security. ;

We have said that it may be desirable to make an entrance into
the city in converging columns

—_—

—
—_—

so as to drive the enemy in a particular direction and to have the
advantage of flanking fire. This will not be simple unless the streets
are so constructed. The same result may be obtained by columns
echeloned to the rear..

L.
>

IIIY.

Lastly, if our columns are echeloned on both flanks,

Y

we tend to divide the enemy forces into two bodies. Whereas, all
of these formations afford flanking fire against the enemy, they
require more careful codrdination to prevent fire into our own
columns. Moreover the advantage to be gained will be questionable.
The seizure of the city will be the first objective. If in addition
we seek the destruction of the enemy forces we may effect this by
fire from both flanks upon the enemy upon his exit from the town.
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ever the formation for seizure, forces moving into position out-

%&ﬁmﬁm HW&@: ﬁ.moa this opportunity. In coordinating such
m air service should be of great value.

0 summarize the operations of seizing a city and
u.,.n?.mn main tactical principles:
_:E...EQ assumption of the offensive and seizure of the ci
,wmwﬁm over control and an establishing of moral suprema

urprise in such action in small wars may best be mmnwmﬁmm b
Seizure at mmu&amww. In certain instances opposition ma Enw
w..-_nmq. be avoided. Prompt, firm action is wmwaro_ow. 11
surprise, s
m.u“?w tactics of Security consist chiefly in reconnaissance to the
.MM._W wswm and rear, .Oc:.&monm will determine the size of the
mobile reserve to be maintained. Within the city itself no more
@demr means of security will obtain than by the search monn

ouses and the seizure of all arms. e ot ol

(To be continued)
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